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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1- 3, and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Hi rota. 

Regarding claim 1, Nakajima teaches an information recording apparatus for recording 
new contents onto a recording medium, comprising: 

• a recording unit operable to record new contents onto the recording medium 
(Hirota teaches in col. 4, lines 19-21 of a Hard Disk Drive (HDD) 119 unit that is 
able to record new broadcast programs); 

• a notification unit operable to send a notification to an information processing 
terminal regarding a recording capacity of the recording medium (In col. 5, lines 
14-18, Hirota teaches of a processor 1 14 that displays a notification to the user); 

• a receiver operable to receive an instruction transmitted from said information 
processing terminal in response to said notification (Hirota teaches in col. 5, lines 
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1-6 of an ability of the user to input a command by way of a remote controller. A 
receiver to receive the output from the remote controller is inherent); 
• and a processor operable to process prior contents recorded on the recording 
medium in accordance with said instruction (Hirota teaches in col. 5, lines 34-58 
of a processor 1 14 that is able to process prior contents recorded on the HDD 
1 19 at the request of the user). 
Regarding claim 2, Hirota teaches that the notification includes the titles of programs 
that are currently stored on the medium (col. 6, lines 16-20). Hirota teaches in col. 5, 
lines 35-58 of the Hard Disc Drive 119 and more specifically a processor 1 14 of being 
able to delete a stored program by way of user notification. 

Regarding claim 3, Hirota discloses in col. 4, lines 12-45 that the Hard Disk Drive 1 19 is 
capable of performing reserved recording. The Hard Disc Drive 1 19 by way of interface 
controller 120 and the transport processor 16 is able to perform reserved recording. 
Since reserved recording can be performed, a unit to control the unattended recording 
is inherent. The processor 114 as described in col. 5, lines 7-13, conducts the 
determination of free space. Hirota teaches in col. 5, lines 14-17 of a process that 
notifies the user of the free capacity on the medium. 

Method claim 5 is rejected along with the same basis as disclosed above in apparatus 
claim 1. 
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Regarding claim 7, Hirota teaches of an OSD processor 1 10 that receives the 
notification of insufficient free space. The OSD processor 110 then generates a visual 
display on the display unit, so that the user can acknowledge the notification (col. 5, 
lines 14-17). 

The user is able to give an instruction in reference to the notification of 
insufficient free space (col. 5, lines 26-29) by way of a remote controller (col. 5, lines 1- 
6). The remote controller is the equivalent to a transmitter that transmits the instruction. 
The instruction is then implemented by the processor to free up space on the HDD to 
allow for new recordings to take place (col. 5, lines 34-58). 

Regarding claim 8, Hirota teaches that the notification includes the titles of programs 
that are currently stored on the medium (col. 6, lines 16-20) and is further displayed on 
a TV by way of an OSD processor 110 (col. 5, lines 14-20). Hirota teaches in col. 5, 
lines 35-58 of the Hard Disc Drive 119 and more specifically a processor 1 14 of being 
able to delete a stored program by way of user notification. 

Regarding claim 9, the OSD processor 110 receives the notification by way of the 
processor 119, which is part of the integrated receiver decoder (IRD) capable of 
recording broadcasts (Fig. 1). The remote controller transmits the instruction to the IRD 
as described in col. 5, lines 1-6. 
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Method claim 10 is rejected along with the same basis as disclosed above in apparatus 
claim 7. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hiruta, 
and further in view of Hanai. 

Hiruta teaches in his invention the ability for reserved or unattended recording to 
take place, but he doesn't expressly disclose the ability for a presetting unit to generate 
broadcast contents that belong to a genre and further have the ability to preset the 
broadcast contents to be recorded. 

Hanai discloses in his invention of an electronic program guide (EPG) that 
displays a list of programs that are currently broadcast and future broadcasts as well. 
The EPG can display programs that belong to certain genres. The user, by way of a 
remote control 61 , that allows the user to schedule recording of programs (col. 5, lines 
17-56). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the ability to preset the recording of broadcast programs 
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through the EPG to allow the user a more efficient and interactive method of presetting 
recordings. 

5. Claims 6 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hitura as applied to above claims 1 and 7, respectively, and further in view of Lang. 

Hitura teaches a system that meets all the limitations as set forth by the inventor, 
but fails to specifically mention a medium recorded with a computer-readable program 
that includes the instructions for the methods and functions of the claimed invention. 

Lang teaches in col. 7, lines 10-19 of memory unit (ROM 32) that stores 
programs used by a processor (CPU 31). As mentioned in col. 6, lines 46-52, the 
control unit (DCU 14) uses the programs stored in the ROM 32 to accomplish its' tasks. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate a medium recorded with a computer-readable 
program so that a computer can be used to control any of the functions of the 
apparatus. 

6. Claims 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hiruta, and further in view of Breslauer. 

Regarding claim 12, Hiruta teaches an apparatus that notifies a terminal, a user, 
of insufficient free space on a medium when a preset recording needs to take place, but 
he fails to teach a processing apparatus that relays notifications from one apparatus to 
another, and transmit instructions from apparatus to another. 
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Breslauer teaches an apparatus that has a first receiver, a conditional access 
manager 314 that receives a notification from multimedia manager 306 for a request to 
view multimedia segments. The notification unit, the conditional access manager 306, is 
then able to send a second notification acknowledging the receipt of the first notification 
to another apparatus, conditional access providers 316. The conditional access 
providers 316 then makes a decision based on the notification from the multimedia 
manager 306 and sends the decision (instruction) back to the conditional access 
manager 314; this would suggest that there is a second receiver in the conditional 
access manager 314. Then, the conditional access manager 314, is then able to 
transmit to the multimedia manager the instruction as decided by the conditional access 
providers (col. 8, line 42 - col. 9, line 49). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Breslauer's notification unit into Hiruta's invention to 
allow for notifications to be relayed from one end to another. Hiruta discloses the 
motivation to provide a broadcasting receiver that reduces failure of recording ability 
due to insufficient space, and to promote user's transaction efficiently and effectively. 
Breslauer's apparatus teaches a relaying system that can be utilized to reach an end 
user to control recording of broadcast programs. 

Claim 13 is met by a combination of Hiruta and Breslauer, wherein Hiruta 
discloses that the notification includes titles of prior contents (col. 6, lines 16-20). 
Breslauer teaches of a transmitter transmitting an instruction (col. 9, lines 42-45), and 
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Hiruta teaches that the instruction is an instruction to delete prior contents (col. 5, lines 
26-29). 

Method claim 14 is rejected along with the same basis as disclosed above in 
apparatus claim 12. 

Claim 15 is met by the combination of Hiruta and Breslauer, wherein Breslauer 
discloses that a computer readable media that has instructions for operating the 
apparatus. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gelek Topgyal whose telephone number is 517-272- 
8891. The examiner can normally be reached on 8am -5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Gelek Topgyal 
2/2/2006 



